
SUMMER INSTITUTE
ADVOCACY FOR HAPPY CHILDHOODS FREE FROM SEXUAL

ABUSE, EXPLOITATION, AND VIOLENCE

YOUTH DEVELOPED, YOUTH-LED, YOUTH VOICES

BY APPLICATION ONLY

ALL VIRTUAL & ALL FREE

JULY 19TH - JULY 30TH

10 :30AM-2 :30PM EST

20
21



OVERVIEW
THE BEST ADVOCATES FOR YOUTH

ARE OTHER YOUNG PEOPLE

This year, the Youth Advisory Council of World Childhood Foundation USA
(Childhood USA) is both planning and leading the 2021Summer Institute to
further advance its mission of developing solutions to end sexual abuse,
exploitation, and violence against children.

Childhood USA has called upon its Youth Advisory Council (YAC) to help
offer fresh perspectives on these intractable public health crises facing our
nation. Youth voices are especially needed now as weʼve seen thousands of
abuse cases go unreported because of school closures due to COVID-19.Our
young people are innovative problem solvers and change-makers who have
shown agility in tackling complex issues that affect themselves and their
peers. If anyone can help us create better governmental, judicial, and
community responses to childhood sexual abuse, itʼs them!

With youth grantmaking in mind, YAC is blending the full power of
Childhood USA’s vast 20+ years of expertise in the child sexual abuse
and exploitation space, together with youth engagement, advocacy,
and peer-to-peer mentoring.

Over the span of the two-week Institute, participants 15 through 23-years-
old will engage with government experts,community-based organizers,and
YAC activists. Week One of the enriching program will center on
presentations, lectures, and discussion groups. Week Two will consist of
curated hands-on lessons, peer-to-peer workshops, and the creation of a
participant Final Project.

The participants' Final Project is to create a pilot program for the express
purpose of introducing their community or school to keeping children safe.
Upon graduating from the Summer Institute, participants will be funded by
Childhood USA to ensure their program’s success and sustainability.
Examples of past projects range from websites to school-wide clubs, all with
the mission of ending childhood sexual abuse.



THE EXPERIENCE:
BY YOUTH, FOR YOUTH

For issues of such magnitude and prevalence as sexual abuse,
trafficking, and online exploitation of children, it would seem obvious
that voices and engaged participation of the digital-native generation
are critical to finding lasting solutions.

By offering the Youth Advisory Council agency to not only educate
themselves about violence against children, but also supporting them
to foster a safe peer-to-peerspace to invite fellow activists and leaders
into the conversation, is central to Childhood USAʼs philosophy.

The intensive program for which the YAC teens have developed is
solely for the benefit of their peers. It is immersive and stimulating,
both emotionally and creatively. While learning about issues
surrounding child sexual abuse, and working on their Final Projects,
participants will engage in small think-tank workshops with
experienced adult and peer mentors. All of these touchpoints provide
numerous opportunities for lifelong learning.

Opportunities for personal growth and skill-building include
honing leadership qualities, reflection on identity, development of
social awareness, modeling both positive youth and adult
partnerships alike, practicing peer collaboration, and working
together toward the common goal of seeing all children grow up
safe and free from abuse.



SCHEDULE

** Note: The above schedule is subject to change.

WEEK ONE

WEEK TWO

MONDAY INTRODUCTION AND GOAL SETTING FOR THE 2021
PROGRAM

TUESDAY THE STRATEGIC BLUEPRINT: BUILDING YOUR
OUTLINE, CONTENT, MISSION, VISION

PRESENTATION CONTINUATION, FINAL GOODBYES
& GRADUATION CEREMONY

SOLUTIONS & ROADBLOCKS: HEARING FROM
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, ACADEMICS, AND
COMMUNITY ORGANIZERS

DEVELOPING A FUNDED PILOT PROGRAM TO KEEP
CHILDREN SAFE FROM SEXUAL ABUSE: HOW CAN
YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE AT YOUR SCHOOL OR IN
YOUR COMMUNITY?

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

MONDAY

FRIDAY

YOUR VOICE/YOUR STORY: SURVIVORS, HEALING,
AND THE POWER OF STORYTELLINGTHURSDAY

FRIDAY CONVERSATIONS CREATE CHANGE:
INTERGENERATIONAL DISCUSSION GROUPS

THURSDAY

BRAINSTORMING INA FOSTEREDSPACE: LEARNING
ABOUT GRANTWRITING, AUDIENCEENGAGEMENT,
MARKETING

WEDNESDAY

FINALPROJECT PRESENTATIONS: PEERREVIEW,
DISCUSSION, ANDREFLECTION

THE WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY OF CHILD
SEXUAL ABUSE & TRAFFICKING



GUEST SPEAKERS

Gena Diacomanolis, Esq.
Senior Director
Safe Horizon Child Advocacy Centers

Iain Drennan, MA
Executive Director
WePROTECT Global Alliance

Ignacio G Hutía Xeiti Rivera, MA
Founder & Executive Director
Heal2End

Lyza Yanice Hernandez
Youth Board Member
SafeBAE

Nadia Linoo
Research Associate
YouthPrise

Neese Parker
Youth Engagement Manager
YouthPrise

Nicole G. Epps, MBA, MSW
Executive Director
World Childhood Foundation USA

Nina Agrawal , M.D., FAAP
Board Certified Child Abuse Pediatrician & Specialist

Peter Sherman, M.D., MPH
Chairman
Department of Pediatrics, BronxCare Health Systems
Founder
Bronx Human Trafficking Task Force

World Childhood Foundation USA Youth Activists:
Bryan S.C.
Hayden F.
Janet X.
Kysa H.
Matan F.
Maya M.C.
Skylar W.
Tomi O.

* LIST IN FORMATION & SUBJECT TO CHANGE.



YOUTH PARTICIPANT
ELIGIBILITY

Childhood USAʼsFREE Summer Institute is open to 15
through 23-year-olds via an online application process.
Applicants must be U.S.-based and be 15-years-oldbythe first
day of the program (parental permission must be provided if
the participant is under the age of 18years old).

Participants must commit to the entire duration of the
program from July 19th to 30th (weekends excluded), 10:30
AM - 2:30 PM EST (M-F). A 60-minute offline lunch break will
be given each day between 12:00PM -1:00PM.

No prior knowledge of child sexual abuse is needed. The
Youth Advisory Council only requires applicants to have a
deep desire to learn more about childhood sexual abuse, a
willingness to raise awareness about the issue, and a passion
for igniting change in their community and among their peer
group to keeping children safe.

Coding or technical background is not needed.

Participants are required to have access to a digital device
that supports Zoom. Please contact the Childhood team at
summerinstitute@childhood-usa.orgif a participant might
not have access to a device with these capabilities.



WHO WE ARE

Nicole G. Epps:
Nicole is the Executive Director of the World Childhood Foundation USA, after five years as
the Managing Director of Programs and Policy. Before joining World Childhood Foundation
USA she was a non-profit leader in the anti-trafficking and street-affected, vulnerable
youth population. Nicole is the former Associate Director of Court Appointed Special
Advocates of Morris and Sussex Counties where she implemented and managed
community outreach and the Fostering Futures program that provided life skills,HIV and
STDI screenings for teens in foster care. Nicole is currently a Steering Committee and
Policy Co-Chairof the National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation as
well as an appointee of the New Jersey Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect, and also
chairs the Outreach and Engagement Committee.

Maya Mintz Coccoluto:
Maya is 18-years-old,amember of Childhood USA's Youth Advisory Council, is theYouth
Engagement Coordinator, and is this year's Summer Institute Co-Director. Maya was
initially made aware of Childhood USA's work through SASH (Students Against Sexual
Harassment), the youth engagement organization she founded in 2017.Because of her
experiences and work with SASH, Maya conducted a TEDx talk entitled, Connecting
Through Creating. Mayaʼs drive for making a difference and change in this world is
unstoppable, and she is thrilled to be diving into creating a space that will encourage and
spark youth activism for both Childhood USA and young people at large.

Skylar Wallison:
Skylar, a 17-year-oldborn-and-raisedNew Yorker, is a member of Childhood USA's Youth
Advisory Council and this year's Summer Institute Co-Director. At her high school, Skylar
leads theCaring for Kids cancer club and the Model UN club, and she also writes a
monthly community-service column in her schoolʼs newspaper. In addition, she teaches
sixth-graders dance and sits on Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Research Hospitalʼs
student board, Having worked with Childhood USA for over four years, Skylar has become
a fervent believer in the safety of children, and their protection in the United Nations and
its legislative bodies.

World Childhood Foundation USA
For over 20 years World Childhood Foundation USAʼs(founded by HMQ Silvia of Sweden) mission
has been to inspire, promote and develop solutions to end sexual abuse, exploitation and violence
against children. A United Nations accredited NGO, Childhood USA has served over 90,000
children and their families in the United States both directly and indirectly through innovative
grassrootsprogrammatic support, global advocacy initiatives such as #EyesWideOpen(co-founded
by H.R.H. P rincess Madeleine), and high-level meetings with government, academic, civil society,
and private sector leaders.



THE DETAILS:
HOW TO APPLY, CONTACT INFO

The application is now closed for our
2021 Summer Institute.

Contact
summerinstitute@childhood-usa.org

Where to Find Us
www.childhood-usa.org

EMAIL: summerinstitute@ childhood-usa.org
INSTAGRAM:@childhood.youth.usa
TWITTER:@ChildhoodUSA
FACEBOOK:Childhood USA


