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World Childhood Foundation USA (Childhood USA) supports groundbreaking programs  
and innovative solutions dedicated to ending child sexual abuse and exploitation against 
children. Founded in 1999 by Her Majesty Queen Silvia of Sweden, Childhood USA has 
worked tirelessly to fulfill its core mission by implementing coordinated and complementary 
efforts to enhance awareness of child sexual abuse and exploitation, empower children 
from vulnerable and marginalized communities, and drive significant advancements in 
child protection through research partnerships and systemic reform.

As a United Nations-accredited NGO, World Childhood Foundation relies on the support 
of dedicated individuals, private donors, and corporate partners whose generosity drives 
our mission forward. Together, we are creating lasting change and helping children  
everywhere grow up free from exploitation and abuse.

About Childhood USA

VISION
A WORLD WHERE ALL CHILDREN 
ARE FREE FROM SEXUAL ABUSE 
AND EXPLOITATION.

MISSION
TO INSPIRE, PROMOTE, AND DEVELOP 
SOLUTIONS TO END SEXUAL ABUSE  
AND EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN.

What’s Inside

World Childhood  
Foundation Founder  
Her Majesty Queen Silvia

https://www.childhood-usa.org


36 in Brazil
São Paulo

17 in USA
New York

8 in Thailand

8 in Cambodia

18 in Germany
Munich

13 in Sweden
Stockholm

9 in Ukraine

3 in Moldova

11 in South Africa

123
projects and  
programs in  
9 countries $9.6M 

USD in 
program 

investment

10
global 

projects
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One Childhood—Worldwide
Our offices are in Sweden, United States, Brazil, and Germany

World Childhood Foundation 
also funds programs in:

	 Cambodia
	 Moldova
	 Poland

	 Ukraine
	 South Africa
	 Thailand

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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2025 Update From the Board Chair  
and Executive Director
Dear Friends of Childhood USA,

We are delighted to share that 2025 was a year of remarkable purpose and progress for Childhood USA. 
We expanded our Board of Directors with the addition of distinguished leaders Emma Gage, Caren Khoo, 
and Lauriann Serra. We also established an Honorary Board to recognize valued supporters Jon Brayshaw, 
Romero Britto, Rick Gage, Linus Karlsson, Christine Mack, and Hans Vestberg for their steadfast  
commitment to our mission.

In January, in the presence of Her Royal Highness Princess Madeleine, our Board convened for a strategic 
retreat that resulted in a comprehensive plan guiding Childhood USA through 2028. That same month, we 
funded 17 organizations advancing innovative work in online safety, trafficking prevention, trauma-informed 
care, youth homelessness, school safety, clinician training, and survivor support.

During National Child Abuse Prevention Month, we hosted a Spring Luncheon panel, “Who Is In Your Child’s 
Bedroom? Gaming Safely: Keeping Online Predators Out,” moderated by Juju Chang of ABC News’ Nightline. 
The discussion highlighted the growing risks children face in online gaming spaces and the urgent need for 
stronger digital protection.

Our global collaboration as “One Childhood” continued to grow throughout the year. In September, Childhood  
USA joined Her Majesty Queen Silvia and HRH Princess Madeleine, along with colleagues from Sweden,  
Germany, and Brazil, at Childhood’s Annual Global Strategic Meeting in Stockholm to advance shared strategies 
for protecting children worldwide. Also in September, HM Queen Silvia attended and spoke at a high-level 
UN event in New York City co-hosted by World Childhood Foundation, UNICEF, and Save the Children.

Building on this momentum, in October we supported the release of the groundbreaking 2025 United States 
Out of the Shadows Index, developed by Economist Impact, the first comprehensive state-by-state assessment 
of efforts to combat child sexual abuse and exploitation (CSAE) in the U.S. The report highlighted urgent 
gaps in prevention, survivor support, and policy protections. 

Our commitment to advocacy continued in November, when Childhood USA co-hosted a high-level event  
at the United Nations attended by HRH Princess Madeleine. The meeting brought together international 
leaders and advocates to advance sustainable solutions to end child sexual abuse and exploitation.

Rounding out the year, we held our Annual Gala in November, raising $1.3 million to support our mission. 
You will find more highlights on the Gala on the following pages.

We had a wonderful year, with more to come! With your support, we move ever closer to our goal.  
As HM Queen Silvia has said: “I have founded an organization. My biggest wish is to shut it down soon.”  
Until then, we are so grateful to you for your support for our mission.

With warm regards and deep appreciation,

Lauren Aste Board Chair  
World Childhood Foundation USA

Mary L. Pulido, PhD Executive Director 
World Childhood Foundation USA

One Childhood—Worldwide
Our offices are in Sweden, United States, Brazil, and Germany

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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PRIMARY PREVENTION
A wide-scale approach  
to stop child abuse or  
neglect before it occurs.

1
SECONDARY PREVENTION
Targets high-risk popula-
tions, or those at risk of 
child maltreatment.

2
TERTIARY PREVENTION
Focuses on treatment 
after abuse has occurred 
and preventing recidivism.

3

Over the past 26 years, Childhood USA has consistently funded cutting-edge 
programs in the United States to fulfill our vision of a world where all children 
are free from sexual abuse and exploitation. We believe that child sexual abuse 
is preventable, not inevitable, as we move from awareness to action. 

Our Focus Areas
The most effective way to protect children from sexual abuse is with comprehensive 
strategies focusing on the prevention of abuse before it occurs and using a child-focused, 
evidence-based, and trauma-informed response when it does happen. 

Child Supportive Environments and Relationships—Prevention is at the 
heart of this foundational aspect of our work, via one of the most important  
protective factors for children: a close relationship with a trusted and 
supportive adult. We also support programs with a focus on perpetrator  
prevention. By working with youth who may have problematic sexual 
thoughts and behaviors, we can stop the abuse before it occurs.

Child Safety Online—The risk to children is growing exponentially. More 
children, and at even younger ages, are spending time online, where 
protective barriers are dangerously thin. Predators increasingly use these 
spaces to connect with youth and create child sexual abuse material 
(CSAM), abuse that often escalates offline to in-person sexual exploitation.

Child-focused Response to Abuse—Interventions for children who have 
experienced sexual abuse and exploitation must be trauma-informed  
and evidenced-based. Many of our grantees focus on responding to child 
sexual abuse and exploitation (CSAE) with youth who are particularly  
vulnerable, such as those in the foster care system, the LGBTQ+, homeless,  
marginalized and homeschooled populations, and others who are  
disproportionately affected.

THERE ARE DIFFERENT TYPES OF PREVENTION

Childhood USA recognizes that meaningful change cannot be achieved by concentrating  
on only one preventive method. To realize a world without child sexual abuse and exploitation,  

we must embrace a public health approach.

An Innovative Approach to a Public  
Health Crisis 

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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An Innovative Approach to a Public  
Health Crisis 

Childhood USA 2025 Grantees 

1.	 THE ALASKA CHILDREN’S TRUST created and 
distributed an Online Safety Adventure Book 
throughout Alaska, which provided an accessible 
and engaging way for young children (ages 3-7) 
and their parents/caregivers to learn about  
online safety and prevent child sexual abuse.

2.	 THE BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE’s  
implemented a comprehensive screening process  
in the emergency room setting to identify and 
protect children at risk of sex trafficking so  
intervention and services can be provided to these 
victimized youth.

3.	 THE BRIDGE FOR YOUTH’s program provided 
community outreach through a Mobile Youth 
Outreach Center that travels to where homeless 
and disadvantaged youth are to provide them 
with services, which include case management 
needs, counseling, and advocacy.

4.	 CACTX has a network of 70 Children’s Advocacy 
Centers (CAC) across Texas, where they built a 
public will campaign to equip parents and care-
givers with information to move from awareness 
to action in preventing sexual abuse of children.

5.	 THE COALITION FOR RESPONSIBLE HOME  
EDUCATION built awareness of the vulnerabilities  
of homeschooled children and trained child 
welfare professionals on the prevalence of, and 
best practices in response to CSAE within home-
schooling environments.

6.	 ENOUGH ABUSE worked to implement the Safety 
S.T.A.R.S. programs in schools. Safety S.T.A.R.S. 
included best practices for screening school 
hires, securing physical school spaces to reduce 
opportunities for sexual abuse, and how to  
respond to school employee boundary violations.

7.	 THE EXODUS ROAD’s Influenced Program  
is an evidence-based digital sexual exploitation  
prevention program that was implemented in  
Kensington, PA, designed for students and adults 
tackling critical issues such as sextortion,  
online predators, CSAM, and technology’s mental 
health impacts. 

8.	 GIRLS FOR GENDER EQUITY provided direct  
services for cis and trans girls and gender 
non-conforming survivors of sexual violence ages 
15-19, promoting healing and teaching advocacy 
skills to lead change in their local communities.

9.	 HOLLY’S HOUSE is a CAC located in Indiana 
that implemented Child and Family Traumatic 
Stress Intervention therapy to children who have 
disclosed sexual abuse soon after the forensic 
interview, significantly reducing the wait time for 
therapy after disclosure.

10.	 THE LINK served youth at the highest risk of sexual 
exploitation and youth survivors of exploitation. 
Our support targeted safety online at the Link’s 
Dignity House Emergency Shelter, where residents 
navigate severe crises and acute trauma.

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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11.	 MASOC has trained hundreds of clinicians in MA 
on the MA Child and Adolescent Assessment  
Protocol (M-CAAP), a comprehensive, whole-child 
assessment in young people with problematic 
sexual behavior resulting in a more accurate, 
successful treatment plan for youth.

12.	 NEW YORK FOUNDLING’s program provided 
Online Exploitation Workshops to middle school 
New York City children. Topics included evading 
exploitation and sextortion online, disengagement  
strategies, being an upstander, and understand-
ing healthy relationships.

13.	 OPERATION LIGHT SHINE used “Paradigm,” a 
comprehensive investigative and intelligence 
platform specifically designed for the investiga-
tion of child sexual exploitation and trafficking, 
allowing law enforcement to accelerate the  
identification and rescue of child victims.

14.	PACT’s Youth Against Child Trafficking worked to 
educate youth on the facts, misconceptions, and 
risks of trafficking; and provided youth with tools 
needed to identify the warning signs of trafficking 
and proper resources to protect themselves and 
their peers.

15.	 SAFE HORIZON operates all the CACs in New 
York City. In 2025, Safe Horizon created a child 
reenactment practice guide for children they see 
in the CAC with problematic sexually behavior 
who also may have been sexually abused in the 
past and may be reenacting their abuse.

16.	 STOP IT NOW!’s WHATSOK program provided 
information and guidance to youth and young 
adults with questions about sexual thoughts,  
interests, and behaviors that could be concern-
ing, harmful, and/or illegal. Information is  
provided anonymously to youth through a help-
line and website.

RESEARCH AND ADVOCACY PROJECT: THE U.S. 
OUT OF THE SHADOWS INDEX evaluated all 50 states 
and D.C.’s state-level efforts to prevent, respond  
to and ultimately eradicate sexual violence against 
children. The index researched 170 indicators grouped  
into four overarching domains consisting of: legal 
protections & safeguards, prevention capacity build-
ing, provision of support services, and the justice 
system capacity & response. The average score in 
the U.S. was only a 49.9 out of 100, clearly showing 
the gaps in providing a holistic, well-resourced, 
child-centered, and trauma-informed response.

“A FAILING GRADE IS NOT JUST A SCORE— 
IT REFLECTS MILLIONS OF CHILDREN LEFT  
UNPROTECTED.”

OOSI 2025 Interpretation of Findings

Childhood USA 2025 Grantees 

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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Drawing on more than 170 indicators across four core  
domains—legal protections and criminal provisions, 
prevention capacity building, survivor support services,  
and justice system responsiveness—the Index reveals 
that the United States is failing to adequately protect  
children. The national average score is 49.9 out of 100,  
a failing grade that underscores widespread gaps in 
policy, coordination, and implementation. Only five 
states scored above the failing threshold: Washington,  
Illinois, Texas, New Jersey, and Oregon, along with 
the District of Columbia. Every other state earned  
a failing grade. 

The findings point to systemic weaknesses across  
all areas of child protection. Prevention remains 
significantly underdeveloped, with only 1 in 5 states 
maintaining a dedicated statewide action plan to 
prevent child sexual abuse.

The Index also highlights escalating risks in digital 
environments, where nearly 1 in 6 youth are estimated  
to experience technology-facilitated abuse before 
adulthood.

Across states, legal and justice systems remain 
uneven and often outdated. Many jurisdictions lack 

clear grooming laws, maintain harmful terminology 
such as “child pornography,” and allow child marriage  
exceptions. Meanwhile, Children’s Advocacy Centers, 
critical hubs for coordinated, trauma-informed  
response, remain underfunded despite rising demand.

Collectively, these findings underscore a central 
conclusion: We must move beyond reactive, piece-
meal approaches and commit to a coordinated, 
well-resourced, child-centered, and trauma-informed  
national response. Our children’s safety and well- 
being depend on it.

Out of the Shadows Index

A Safer Future: Advancing State Action to End Child Sexual Abuse in the U.S.
The 2025 United States Out of the Shadows Index (OOSI) represents the first 
comprehensive, state-by-state assessment of efforts to prevent and respond to 
child sexual abuse and exploitation (CSAE) across all 50 states and Washington,  
D.C. Developed and researched by Economist Impact, and supported by Childhood 
USA, the Index offers a sobering national snapshot: despite growing awareness, 
systemic protections for children remain fragmented, inconsistent, and under- 
resourced.

Figure 3: Grading the prevention of and response to CSAE
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KEY GAPS IDENTIFIED
	 Only 1 in 5 states has a prevention action plan 
	 Fewer than 40% of states require school personnel 
screening standards for misconduct 

	 Only 15 states + D.C. mandate consent education 
	 Just 10% of states require comprehensive  
sex education 

	 Nearly 1 in 6 youth experience technology- 
facilitated abuse 

OOSI 2025 Findings

Childhood USA 2025 Grantees 
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ABC News journalist Byron Pitts moderated a powerful 
panel discussion, uniting voices of lived experience 
and policy expertise: actor and advocate Anthony  
Edwards, former Florida State Senator Lauren Book,  
survivor and advocate Aaron Stone, and Mary L. Pulido,  
PhD, Executive Director of Childhood USA. Their 
message was clear and urgent. Protecting children  
demands coordinated policy reform, stronger 
prevention systems, and approaches to justice and 
healing that center survivors. Above all, panelists 
stressed that data must translate into action, moving 
the country beyond awareness toward enforceable 
standards, sustainable funding, and systemic  
accountability.

Together, panelists emphasized the urgent need for 
coordinated policy reform, stronger prevention  
systems, and survivor-centered approaches to justice.

Conclusion
The OOSI highlights a clear and urgent reality:  
despite isolated progress, the United States still lacks  
a cohesive system to prevent and respond to child 
sexual abuse and exploitation. The Index offers more 
than a diagnosis; It provides a roadmap for change, 
grounded in data, informed by lived experience, and 
backed by a growing coalition of advocates, experts, 
and policymakers.

This Index was never meant to sit on a shelf. In 2026, 
Childhood USA will put its findings to work through 
a coordinated strategy to expand visibility to advance 
reforms that protect children from CSAE, and build 
public understanding and support for change.

National Convening: Presenting the Findings

On October 16, 2025, Childhood USA hosted the Out of the Shadows launch event  
at Polsinelli Law in New York City. Economist Impact presented key findings 
from the Index, outlining both urgent gaps and emerging opportunities for reform 
across all 50 states.

PHOTO CAPTION

[Left to Right] Byron Pitts, Mary L. Pulido, PhD, Anthony Edwards, 
Lauren Book, Aaron Stone 

“MOST OF US ARE NOT GOING TO CHANGE THE 
WORLD, BUT YOU CAN CHANGE THE WORLD  
OF ONE CHILD.”

Aaron Stone, Ret. U.S. Military, Survivor and Advocate 
OOSI Launch Panelist, October 2025

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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National Convening: Presenting the Findings Delivering Impact: Grantee Project Spotlights 

These results demonstrate how innovative technology,  
combined with skilled investigators and strong 
community partnerships, can dramatically improve 
efforts to identify victims, disrupt exploitation, and 
hold offenders accountable.

We are continuing to support Operation Light Shine 
in 2026 as it expands the use of advanced investigative 
tools to identify and rescue children more quickly and  
strengthen the response to child sexual exploitation.

IMPACT STORY  Rescuing a Toddler
One investigation conducted by Operation Light 
Shine’s INTERCEPT Task Force revealed a devastating  
situation involving a young child who was being 
exploited by her father through an online dating 
platform. Using Paradigm, investigators were able  
to rapidly surface and verify critical digital evidence, 
allowing them to quickly identify the victim, locate 
the residence, and intervene without delay.

When investigators entered the home, they found the 
child, who they discovered was only two years old. 
Because the technology accelerated the investigative 
process, the task force was able to move swiftly from 
detection to intervention, leading directly to her rescue. 
Today, the child is safe, receiving the protection she 
needs, and the perpetrator is facing justice.

This case illustrates the lifesaving impact of providing  
investigators with advanced AI tools that help identify  
victims faster, disrupt ongoing exploitation, and 
ensure that vulnerable children are reached before 
further harm can occur. Childhood USA’s investment 
helps equip frontline professionals with the resources  
necessary to protect children and bring hope to those  
facing unimaginable circumstances.

OPERATION LIGHT SHINE
In 2025, we proudly supported Operation Light Shine’s  
work to identify and rescue children who are being 
sexually abused and exploited. Our funding helped 
implement Paradigm, an advanced artificial intelligence 
investigative platform that enables investigators to  
detect relationships, connections, and patterns across 
millions of data points that would be difficult or  
impossible to identify through traditional investigative 
methods alone.

Rapid identification of victims is critical to stopping 
ongoing abuse, connecting children to trauma- 
informed therapeutic and case management services,  
and preventing perpetrators from causing further 
harm. By accelerating investigative processes, Par-
adigm helps law enforcement and child protection 
professionals intervene more quickly and effectively 
on behalf of vulnerable children.

Following the immediate success of the AI tool within  
Southwest Florida’s INTERCEPT Task Force, Operation 
Light Shine expanded its use to INTERCEPT Task 
Forces in Northeast Florida and Maryland. Across 
these three task forces, the following outcomes were 
achieved:

	 1,144 child sexual abuse exploitation (CSAE)- 
related cases initiated

	 256 digital devices examine
	 More than 92.7 million media files reviewed  
and processed using advanced analytics

	 29 arrests made
	 79 children identified and rescued
	 98 residential search warrants executed
	 163 Electronic Service Provider search  
warrants issued

IN 2025, OF MORE THAN 32,000 REPORTS 
OF MISSING CHILDREN TO THE NATIONAL 
CENTER FOR MISSING AND EXPLOITED  
CHILDREN, 1 IN 7 WERE LIKELY VICTIMS  
OF CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING.

National Center for Missing and  
Exploited Children

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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ENOUGH ABUSE
Safeguarding children within the school environment  
is critical; an estimated 49 million children in the U.S.  
enter classrooms annually with 3.8 million teachers, 
and 8 million other adult school employees such  
as coaches, security guards, bus drivers, food staff, 
etc. A recent study shows that up to 12% or 1 in 8.5  
students have experienced school employee per-
petrated sexual misconduct and abuse of students. 
Enough Abuse, out of Massachusetts, has been  
leading the charge to safeguard children within 
schools and we are proud to support their program 
“Building the Capacity of Schools to Prevent Child 
Sexual Abuse: Implementing and Evaluating the Safety  
S.T.A.R.S. Program.”

Enough Abuse worked with 11 school districts in MA, 
both urban and rural districts. Nearly 5,000 school 
employees completed the online training, community  
and school committee meetings were held that  
featured presentations from Enough Abuse about the  
initiative and plans. Forty-eight TV and print articles 
were published in 2025 about Enough Abuse’s work 
to address school-employee perpetrated sexual 
abuse and misconduct.

The key components of the Safety S.T.A.R.S.  
Program include:

	 Screening prospective employees to keep out  
unsafe individuals

	 Training staff and volunteers about how  
to prevent child sexual abuse

	 Assessing your organization’s child sexual abuse 
prevention policies

	 Responding to staff boundary violations defined in 
a Code of Conduct with specific tested protocols 
and securing physical spaces to reduce opportu-
nities for abuse to occur.

The S.T.A.R.S. program aligns with Enough Abuse’s 
advocacy for policies and legislation that work to 
provide justice for survivors, accountability for  
abusers, and prevent future sexual abuse of children 
in the school environment.

THE EXODUS ROAD
In 2025, we proudly supported the Exodus Road’s 
efforts to address the growing threat of online abuse 
and work directly with youth to prevent sexual 
exploitation in the digital world. Through its Influ-

Delivering Impact: Grantee Project Spotlights

“THERE IS REASON FOR REAL HOPE. EVERY TIME
A STATE STRENGTHENS PREVENTION LAWS,  
A SCHOOL ADOPTS EVIDENCE-BASED TRAINING,
OR A SURVIVOR’S VOICE GUIDES REFORM, WE
MOVE CLOSER TO A WORLD WHERE CHILDREN
ARE TRULY SAFE—ONLINE, AT HOME, AND IN
EVERY COMMUNITY.”

Mary L. Pulido, PhD, Executive Director 
World Childhood Foundation USA

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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Delivering Impact: Grantee Project Spotlights enced Digital Safety Education Program, The Exodus 
Road equips young people, parents, and caregivers 
with the knowledge and tools needed to recognize 
online risks, establish healthy digital boundaries, and 
build safer online habits.

Our grant supported programming in Kensington, PA,  
one of Philadelphia’s most vulnerable communities. 
Residents face significant challenges, including high 
rates of poverty, violence, family instability, and  
other social stressors that can increase vulnerability 
to online sexual exploitation. By focusing on youth 
in marginalized communities, the program helps 
address risk factors before exploitation occurs.

During one Influenced parent and caregiver work-
shop, the facilitator presented a list of factors that 
can increase susceptibility to child sexual exploita-
tion, including involvement in the child welfare or 
juvenile justice systems, homelessness, LGBTQ+ 
identity, poverty, and familial trafficking. In response,  
one parent quietly observed, “This is our youth.”  
This powerful acknowledgment underscored both 
the realities facing many young people in Kensington 
and the critical importance of delivering prevention- 
focused education in communities where youth  
often navigate multiple layers of risk simultaneously.

We are continuing to support The Exodus Road in 
2026 as it advances this critical work to protect youth 
from online exploitation and create safer digital  
environments for young people and their families.

IMPACT STORY  Empowering Online Safety
For one student in The Exodus Road’s Influenced
Program, the workshop was a wakeup call. The 
workshop helped her recognize unsafe online  
behaviors she had previously normalized and provided  

practical tools to better protect herself online.  
Following the program, she strengthened her privacy 
settings, established healthier boundaries on social  
media, and involved her parents more actively in 
monitoring app usage and location-sharing for safety. 
Her experience demonstrates how prevention- 
focused education can empower young people  
to make informed decisions, reduce vulnerability 
to online exploitation, and build safer habits that 
extend well beyond the classroom.

IT IS ESTIMATED THAT UP TO 1 IN 5 CHILDREN
EXPERIENCE UNWANTED SEXUAL SOLICITATION
ONLINE ANNUALLY.

National Center for Missing & Exploited Children

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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Annual Gala
Championing Solutions
In the presence of HRH Princess 
Madeleine, Childhood USA’s 26th 
Annual Gala was held in New York 
City on November 6, 2025, raising 
$1.3 million to advance the orga-
nization’s mission of protecting 
children. Centered on the theme 
Championing Solutions to End 

Connecting, Learning, and Inspiring Action 

Our events bring together supporters, community leaders, and subject matter 
experts to deepen understanding around the issues at the heart of our work. 
From inspiring galas and cultivation events to thought-provoking summits  
featuring leading experts, these experiences deepen understanding, inspire  
informed action, and strengthen our collective commitment to advancing  
our mission. 

1.	 Emcee Julia Chatterley and HRH Princess Madeleine

2.	 [Left to Right] Honorees: Dr. Najat Maalla M’jid, Mary L. Pulido, PhD,  
HRH Princess Madeleine, Anna Borgström, Alexandra Gucci Zarini

3.	 [Back Row Left to Right] Childhood USA’s Board of Directors:  
Sofia Chappuis, Lauren Aste, Annika Sten Pärson, Salma Merchant  
Rahmathulla, Mary L. Pulido, PhD, HRH Princess Madeleine,  
Dan Flanigan, Helenmarie Rodgers, Karini Gustafson-Teixeira,  
Charlotte Heuveldop, Emma Gage, Lauriann Serra  
[Front Row Left to Right] Madeleine Ekholm, Lena Kaplan,  
Joanna Heimbold, Caren Khoo

PHOTO CAPTIONS

4.	 HRH Princess Madeleine and Michael Vranos

5.	 Anna Borgström and Hans Vestberg

6.	 Angelina Jolin

7.	 Anria and Linus Karlsson

8.	 [Left to Right] Marilyn Nelson, HRH Princess Madeleine,  
Monika Heimbold

9.	 [Left to Right] Lottie Bysell, Barbara Wennerholm, Alisa Zand

10.	Hamza Shayk, HRH Princess Madeleine, Daria Korshunova

Child Sexual Abuse and Exploita-
tion, the evening was emceed by 
journalist Julia Chatterley and  
attended by more than 280 guests. 
United by a shared commitment 
to safeguarding children world-
wide, guests enjoyed a cocktail re-
ception and seated dinner, followed 
by a spirited live auction and 
paddle raise, and capped the night 
with a celebratory dance party.

The Gala honored Dr. Najat Maalla 
M’jid with the Humanitarian Award  
in recognition of her decades-long  
leadership in advancing children’s 
rights and protection. A pediatrician  
and global advocate, Dr. M’jid has 
dedicated more than 40 years to 
strengthening child protection 
systems, supporting vulnerable 
children, and training profession-
als across sectors to better respond 
to abuse and exploitation. Our Child 
Protection Advocate of the Year 
was awarded to Alexandra Gucci  
Zarini, who shared a powerful  
message about her personal exper- 

ience with abuse and her com-
mitment to breaking the silence 
surrounding child sexual abuse.

NetClean CEO Anna Borgström 
accepted the Corporate Honoree 
award for the company’s innovative 
work in detecting and preventing  
child sexual abuse material (CSAM)  
on corporate systems and helping 
create safer digital environments 
for children.

1
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Connecting, Learning, and Inspiring Action 
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Spring Luncheon
Who Is In Your Child’s Bedroom? Gaming 
Safely: Keeping Online Predators Out 
During National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 
World Childhood Foundation USA hosted its Spring 
Luncheon and expert panel discussion, Who Is In 
Your Child’s Bedroom? Gaming Safely: Keeping Online 
Predators Out, on April 3, 2025, at The Pierre Hotel 
in New York City. The event brought together child 
safety advocates, law enforcement, and technology 
experts to address the growing risks children face in 
online gaming spaces and the collective responsibility 
to create safer digital environments. The program 
featured remarks from Mary L. Pulido, PhD followed 
by a panel discussion and seated luncheon.

Moderated by Juju Chang of ABC News’ Nightline, 
the panel included experts Detective Ryan Ellis, 
Melissa Stroebel of Thorn, and child safety advocate 
and podcaster Nicki Petrossi who discussed online 
grooming tactics, risks associated with gaming and 
social media platforms, and strategies families and 
technology companies can adopt to better protect 

3

1 2

Connecting, Learning, and Inspiring Action

children. “This is a challenge no organization can 
tackle alone,” said Dr. Pulido. “Together, we can build 
a safer digital world where every child is free to  
explore, learn, and grow without fear.”

PHOTO CAPTIONS

1.	 Mary L. Pulido, PhD 

2.	A program from the event

3.	 [Left to Right] Juju Chang, Melissa Stroebel, Ryan Ellis, Nicki Petrossi

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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PHOTO CAPTION

1.	 [Left to Right] Swedish Ambassador Nicola Clase,  
HRH Princess Madeleine

1

21

Welcoming HM Queen Silvia to New York 
In May, we were honored to welcome Her Majesty  
Queen Silvia to New York City as she received the 
Ellis Island Global Humanitarian Award. As the 
founder of World Childhood Foundation, Her Majesty’s  
unwavering commitment to ending child sexual abuse  
and exploitation continues to inspire our work  
every day. During her stay in NYC we were joined 
by Board members, and program partners to share 
the success of recent milestones, highlighting the 
impact of our grantees and programs, and reflecting  
together on important work still ahead. We’re so 
proud of Her Majesty Queen Silvia for receiving this 
global award for all her work.

Connecting, Learning, and Inspiring Action

PHOTO CAPTIONS

1.	 [Left to Right] Sandy Hausner, Dame Glenda Bailey, HM Queen 
Silvia, Mary L. Pulido, PhD, Åsa Orbison, Jon Brayshaw

2.	[Left to Right] Selim Adira, Madlene Olander, HM Queen Silvia, 
Mary L. Pulido, PhD, Emma Gage

United Nations  
Leaving No Child Behind: From Promise  
to Progress
On November 6, 2025, leaders from governments, 
international organizations, survivor-led initiatives, 
and civil society gathered at the United Nations in  
New York for Leaving No Child Behind: From Promise 
to Progress, a high-level event focused on advancing 
global action to end violence against children.

Co-organized by the World Childhood Foundation, the 
Permanent Mission of Sweden to the United Nations, 
and the Office of the Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General on Violence Against Children, 
the event reinforced the urgent need for stronger 
partnerships, survivor-centered approaches, and 
measurable action to protect children worldwide.

HRH Princess Madeleine attended the gathering, 
reaffirming her longstanding commitment to safe-
guarding children from sexual abuse and exploitation.

Building on the momentum of the 2024 Global  
Ministerial Conference on Ending Violence against 
Children in Bogotá, participants reflected on both the  
progress achieved and the growing challenges facing 
children globally, including conflict, displacement, 
climate change, food insecurity, social exclusion, and 
sexual abuse and exploitation.

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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Dan Flanigan  

Emma Gage

Jon W. Brayshaw

Karini  
Gustafson-Teixeira

Romero Britto

Charlotte Heuveldop

Christine Mack

Lena Kaplan Caren Khoo  

Madeleine Ekholm

Rick Gage

Annika Sten Pärson

Linus Karlsson

Lauriann Serra

Hans Vestberg

Joanna Heimbold Salma Merchant  
Rahmathulla

HRH Princess Madeleine  
Deputy Honorary Chair

Lauren Aste  
Board Chair

Sofia Chappuis  
Vice-Chair & Secretary  

Paula Guillet de Monthoux  
Secretary General

Helenmarie Rodgers  
Treasurer

World Childhood Foundation USA Board

World Childhood Foundation USA Honorary Board of Directors

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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Current Staff
Mary L. Pulido PhD, Executive Director

Janet O’Connell, Director of Programs

Cathy Jolly, Development Associate

Lesya Yurchyshyn, Executive Assistant  

Sarah Helmich, Accounting Manager

$100,000 and above 
The Curtis L. Carlson Family 

Foundation
Sanford G. Hausner/Safe & Loved 

Foundation
Slättö
Verizon

$50,000 and above 
Madeleine and Börje Ekholm
NetClean Technologies
Prime Finance Group
Anna Vranos
Michael Vranos/The Vranos  

Family Foundation

$25,000 and above
Allison and Michael Ambrose
Jocelyn and Jon Brayshaw
Carlson Companies
Sofia and Jacques Chappuis
Ericsson
Dan Flanigan

Molly Gochman and  
Michael Armilio

Golden Door
Joanna Heimbold
Monika Heimbold
Charlotte and Niklas Heuveldop
The Inner Foundation
Lena Kaplan
Declan and Julia Kelly
Christine Mack
Richard Reiss
Sophie Stenbeck

$10,000 and above 
Lauren Aste
Kristin and Didric Cederholm
Caroline Svedbom Jewelry
The Patrick A. Gerschel Foundation
Gabriela Perezutti Hearst
The Holsinger Family  

Charitable Fund
Linus and Anria Karlsson
Nicholas and Jahanavi Laag
Salma Merchant Rahmathulla
Wendy Nelson
Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Par-Jorgen Pärson and  

Annika Sten Pärson
Angel Ruiz
Martin and Kristen Segal
Hamza Shayk
Kyra Sedgwick and Kevin Bacon 

Family Foundation
Hans and Beatrice Vestberg
Julia Woeste

Donors

Thank You

Over the past 26 years, Childhood USA has consis-
tently funded cutting-edge resources and programs 
in the United States to fulfill our vision of a world 
where all children are free from sexual abuse and 
exploitation. This work would not be possible  
without the generous support of individuals, found-
ations, and corporations that share our mission. 

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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Donors

David Sutphen and  
April Dinwoodie 

Ulrika Drinkall 
Jennifer DuBrul 
Charles Finnie 
Mira Fouad 
Sydney Frigerio
The Gage Family Foundation
Judith Kamps-Garcia and  

Luis Garcia-Fanjul
Erick Goralski
Greater Twin Cities United Way 

Minnesota
Karini Gustafson-Teixeira and 

Pedro Teixeira
Kim and Karin Henriksson 
Martha Hosmer
Malin Hultcrantz
Linda and Morton Janklow 
Maureen M. Jerome
Caren Khoo
Anessa Kitchen
Kellie Lakamp 
Tormod Larsen
Paulina Liffner Von Sydow and 

Gustav Von Sydow
Ludmila Golovine 
Ingeborg Lundberg
Christopher Mahan 
Richard Mack
Tai and Tom Mendoza 
Seema Mehta Mehringer 

Kerstin Meyer
Lisa Metcalfe and Guy Metcalfe 
Mojang Studios
Nina Murphy 
Carlos Nobre
C. David Nelson 
Neuberger Berman 
Tanya and Colin O’Reilly
Vijay Pande
Mary and Jorge Pulido 
Coco and Tim Quinlan 
Tobias Rando
Allison Rapaport 
Christina Richardson 
Liz Rodda
Helenmarie Rodgers 
Louise Sanda 
Segal Family Foundation
Lauriann Serra
Lisa Serra 
Steven Serra
Sarah Schmid and Christian Groth 
Jennifer and Albert Sohn
Danielle Stanley Weisman 
Roberta Taranto and  

Robert Green
John Arne Wang and  

Lisa Marie Abrahamson
Michael Woods and Joan Pepin 
Ravi and Suzanne Yadav
Alisa Zand

$5,000 and above 
Kasim and Wasan Alfalahi
James and Sally Bertouch
BonBon
Rick Feld
Tom and Karen Hayes
Paul Innella
Richard Kronick
Stefan and Emma Larsson
Stephen Mason
Madlene Olander and  

Jagnarine Ramdas
Åsa Orbison and Roy Orbison, Jr.
Yuriy Prilutskiy
Pilar Tarry
Volvo Financial Services
Barbara Wennerholm and  

Jacob Zand

$1,000 and above 
SJ Abrams
David Aschinberg 
Cristina von Bargen 
Ivan Berg
Scott Berney 
Bisgeier Family
BronxCare Health System 
James Burns
Susan Burden 
Lottie Bysell
Jose and April Claxton
The Crampton Family Fund

“THE WAY A SOCIETY TREATS ITS CHILDREN  
REVEALS THE TRUTH OF ITS VALUES.”

Adapted from Nelson Mandela

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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Financial Summary 2025

Financial results for 2025 show continued strong 
growth in Net Assets relative to 2024. This allowed 
World Childhood Foundation USA to continue to 
provide support to our program partners, while also 
funding increased advocacy and research work.

Total Revenues of $3.5 million were up slightly from 
2024. Special events revenue increased because  
of the Spring Luncheon. Endowment investment  
returns remained strong while in-kind donations 
and other income fell compared to 2024.

Total Expenses were $2.8 million, up slightly from 
$2.7 million in 2024. The largest part of our spending 
continues to be in Programs and Advocacy. These 
expenses include direct support of our program 
partners as well as hosting educational summits and 
speaking at national child protection events.

The net result was an increase in Net Assets of 
$668,398, which leaves Childhood USA in a strong 
financial position going into 2026.

Support and Revenue		

   Special Event—Net	 $	 1,491,012

   Contributions	 $	 344,287

   Investment Return—Net	 $	 1,453,304

   In-Kind Donations	 $	 227,769

Total Support and Revenue	 $	 3,516,372

		

Expenses		

   Program and Advocacy Expenses	 $	 1,798,884

   Fundraising	 $	 797,492

   Admin and Management	 $	 281,598

Total Expenses	 $	 2,847,974

		

Increase in Net Assets	 $	 668,398

Net Assets—Beginning of Year	 $	 10,894,319

Net Assets—End of Year	 $	 11,562,717

Summary of Financial Statement 2025

CHILD  

SEXUAL ABUSE  

CAN OCCUR  

IN ANY  

COMMUNITY

https://www.childhood-usa.org
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It is a great honor to continue 
supporting World Childhood 
Foundation USA’s mission to 
protect children from sexual 
abuse and exploitation. For more 
than 26 years, inspired by the 
vision and commitment of my 
mother, Queen Silvia of Sweden, 

Childhood has advanced global efforts to create safer 
environments for children. I am deeply grateful to 
our board members, staff, partners, and supporters 
whose dedication makes this work possible, and I am  
proud to help advance a mission that ensures more 
children can grow up safe, supported, and heard.

This year, I was especially pleased to welcome new 
members to our Board, as well as our newly  
established Honorary Board comprised of longtime 
champions of Childhood’s mission. Their leadership 
and commitment reflect the growing community 
standing behind our work to create lasting change 
for vulnerable children.

Throughout the year, Childhood continued to invest 
in innovative solutions and advocacy to combat child 
sexual abuse and exploitation. A major milestone 
was the release of the 2025 United States Out of the 
Shadows Index, developed by Economist Impact,  
the first comprehensive state-by-state assessment of  
efforts to address child sexual abuse and exploitation 
in the United States. The Index identified critical  
gaps in prevention, survivor support, and policy  
protections, while underscoring the need for stronger  
safeguards against grooming and exploitation, 

Special Message from Her Royal Highness  
Princess Madeleine

expanded prevention education and professional 
training, modernized laws addressing online harm, 
and sustained investment in trauma-informed,  
survivor-centered children’s advocacy centers.

As technology evolves, Childhood remains focused 
on the growing threat of online child sexual abuse  
and exploitation. Protecting children requires not 
only stronger systems and laws, but also equipping 
parents, caregivers, and communities with the  
tools and information needed to help children safely 
navigate the online world.

This pioneering work, and the impact it will continue 
to have, would not be possible without supporters 
like you. I remain steadfast in my commitment  
to Childhood and I am deeply encouraged by the  
extraordinary community that is creating a safer 
world for children.

With gratitude,
Princess Madeleine of Sweden

https://www.childhood-usa.org


How You Can Help

Together, we can make a meaningful impact  
and protect more children. Here are some ways  
to get involved:

Donate:
	 Support our work with a donation or recurring  
contribution

	 Ask your company to earmark a donation for  
Childhood USA. We would be pleased to offer  
a seminar to employees on protecting children 
from child sexual abuse and exploitation.

Shop:
	 Childhood bracelets

Events:
	 Attend our annual Gala and other special events
	 Host an event for your friends to learn more about 
preventing child sexual abuse and exploitation.

Connect:
	 Facebook: facebook.com/childhoodusa
	 Instagram: instagram.com/childhood.usa
	 LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/world-childhood- 
foundation-usa

	 Visit us at: childhood-usa.org

Donate Now

Special Message from Her Royal Highness  
Princess Madeleine

EVERY BEAD ON THIS BRACELET REPRESENTS ONE 
OF THE MANY ARTICLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, AN 
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY WHICH 
SETS OUT THE CIVIL, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, 
HEALTH, AND CULTURAL RIGHTS OF CHILDREN.

https://www.childhood-usa.org/childhood-shop/
https://www.facebook.com/childhoodusa
https://www.instagram.com/childhood.usa/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/world-childhood-foundation-usa
https://www.linkedin.com/company/world-childhood-foundation-usa
https://www.childhood-usa.org
https://www.childhood-usa.org/donation-page


Together, we are 

building a world 

free from child 

sexual abuse  

and exploitation. 

World Childhood Foundation USA
250 West 55th Street, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10019
(212) 867-6088
info@childhood-usa.org




